Tuesdays Ladies Bible Class we will be studying “Hope”.
Starting time, 11:00, come and join us.

May 16, 2018

Connection

Mid-Week

The Christian Conscience, Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm The
Christian & His/Her Conscience

Potters Children Homes, Is in need of the following Items. Will
you Help Lysol Spray Disinfectant, Liquid Laundry Detergent,
Yard Trash Bags, Heavy Duty Plastic Forks, Cinnamon Toast
Crunch Cereal. Picking up in June.
Virginia Bible Camp July 1st –7th Ages: 8-18

The Power of Human Choice
Text: Jeremiah 18:5-10
Among the most difficult biblical topics is the one of God’s
interaction with people. Among the reasons for it being a
difficult topic is the nature of the situation. The situation involves the interaction of an eternal being Who has creative
powers with a physical being who deceptively believes he can
manipulate the eternal being. It involves the interaction of
the eternal being who made the physical being. This interaction includes: (a) a physical being who is accurately
“knowable” to the eternal being; (b) an eternal being Who is
completely unlike the physical being (Isaiah 55:8, 9); and, (c) a
physical being who, at best, is limited to understanding the
material. The nature of the situation demands that it be a
faith relationship in which the material being trusts the eternal being.
The nature of this interaction/relationship was debated extensively and intensively before you were born, and will continue to be debated long after you die. The physical being will
use the material in every way he can to explain the eternal
being, but no amount of material understanding is ever
enough to fully encompass the eternal.
Some things are constantly affirmed in scripture. (1) The
physical being is continually accountable for his choices. (2)
The physical being’s repentance has a profound impact on his
relationship with the eternal being. (3) The physical being can
progress into the ungodly and anti-godly to the point that it is
“too late” for him to escape the consequences of his ungodly

choices.
Consider today’s text. The location of the revelation is in a
potter’s house. While that is an unknown to most of us, it
was highly known and understood to Jeremiah’s intended
readership. Their eating utensils, many of their food preparation implements, and many of their “necessary for life”
utensils were made by a potter. The origin of an exquisite
piece or a common piece began in the same way: a lump of
clay placed by the potter on his potter’s wheel.
It was unthinkable (and impossible) that a lump of clay
would suggest to the potter what it wanted to become. The
product the lump of clay became was the result of the
potter’s intent, not the clay’s request. God was the potter.
Judah was the clay.
The point is not a declaration of predestination. The point
was an affirmation that God had an intent for Judah. God’s
intent, not Judah’s desire, determined the ultimate outcome. God’s intent, not Judah’s desire, determined Judah’s
future.
The problem was seen in the fact that Judah was not willing
to allow God to use them as He had long intended. The people who were supposed to belong to God, who existed to
devote themselves to God’s purposes, had become so ungodly that they were useless to God. God needed to remind
them that He was the potter and they were the lump of clay.
They did not control God’s intent. They existed to serve
God’s purposes.
Was there nothing they could do? (People always seek a

means to defer consequences. Every generation wishes to defer consequences to the
next generation.)

There was something potent they could do, but the potency of this “doable” thing would
not avoid consequences of her ungodly decisions. Judah could repent of her ungodliness.
She again could become useful to God’s intent rather than arrogantly rebelling against
God by selfishly pursuing her own desires and purposes.
While everyone in Judah would admit it was ridiculous for a lump of clay to instruct the
potter on what to make it, Judah needed to understand there was something they could
do. Judah needed to understand the power of repentance in their relationship with God.
They needed to stop trusting in who they were and begin to behave like God’s people.
As a reminder and an encouragement God gave Judah two affirmations about the power
of human repentance in God’s relationship with His people. Affirmation one: If God has
declared calamity against a nation, and the people repented, God would relent on bringing the calamity. Affirmation two: If God declared He would bring blessings on a nation,
and that nation turned to ungodliness, God would withdraw the blessings and replace
them with evil.
Judah could not change God’s intent. She could not dictate to God how she wanted Him
to use her. Nothing would allow her ungodliness to continue and life be lived as it had
been—that was not an option.
God’s intent had not changed! If there were to be changes, those changes would be in
Judah. The option: Repent, and let God use you as a people for His intent.
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Serving
May 6, 2018
Lords Table
Wilson Diaz*
George Diaz
David Born
Danny Derflinger

Song Service
Eugne Tewalt
Peter Diaz

Scripture Reading
Art Candequist

Fellowship Meal
May 20, 2018

Church of Christ

Condolences to: Ellen
Fristoe, family and friends
on the passing of Kelly
Holzhauser.
Philip (Pop) Funk, Lynn
Care #243
Priscilla L., (Vickie’s
friend) cancer.
C.R. Newlin, (Debbie’s
friend) cancer.
Ron Parks
Philip Funk Jr.
Jackie Barbe
Frank Couto
Blaine Tewalt
Ryan Denharat
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Tim Gunter
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Ruth Brooks
Sharon Jenkins
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Jamie Shell
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John Taylor
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Dolores Williams
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JOIN US!
Worship
Sunday

11 AM

Bible Study
Sunday
10 AM
2 PM
Wednesday
7 PM
1st Sunday Sing 2
PM

