Connecting to God & to Each Other

Mid-Week
Connection

This Week’s

Announcements

September 11, 2018

Searching for the Truth” series @ 2:00 pm
Pantry Need Dry Cereal & Microwave Popcorn
Ladies Meeting September 16th At 1:00
Ladies Day Charles Town, coC 9/29th, 9:00am
Waynesboro & Southside coC @ Camp WAMAVA 9/21-22
Area Wide coC 10/13 Picnic, Sherando Park (Sandy Shelter)
bring a side dish & dessert.

GIVING ANSWER FOR OUR RELIGION

Most of us have likely heard one or more of the following statements: “I don’t believe in arguing the Bible;”
“The truth doesn’t need defending;” “Debating is unchristian.” The devil couldn’t be more pleased with such
statements —they contradict God and the Bible! Contrary to such thinking, Christians are obligated to think logically, to reason soundly, and to use logic and reasoning
in defending the faith (Jude 3).
Paul states, “Prove all things; hold fast to that which is
good” (1 Thess. 5:21). To prove is to try, discern (Phil.
1:10), examine (Gal. 6:4), and put to the test (1 Cor.
11:28). The conclusion being Christians are to prove, try
and test what is heard regardless who the speaker might
be. The Bereans were of this disposition, “searching the
scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts
17:11). For this reason, “they were more noble than
those in Thessalonica.”
Those who mix truth and error are consistently before us
and we must ever be on guard. Subsequently, we must

not only be studious, but questioning and testing what
is said. Jesus warned, “Take heed what ye hear” (Mark
4:24). Our testing equipment in testing what we hear is
the Bible. It is our measuring rod, our “yardstick” to determine correctness.
Peter exhorts, “sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and [be] ready always to [give] an answer...” (1 Peter
3:15). The Greek word translated “give an answer” is a
legal term used in court wherein the attorney talks his
client off a charge levied against him [Wuest’s Word
Studies, First Peter, p.89]. Since the Bible has no verbal
defense except its believers, persons of faith must be
its defenders. Therefore, Peter enjoins upon Christians
the obligation to defend the faith in a verbal way —
“give an answer.” The only restriction given is that it
must be done with an attitude of “meekness” and
“fear” in trusting God and His word rather than self.
God called upon Israel to “reason” (Isa. 1:18) and so
Elijah debated the false prophets of Baal (1 Kings
18:21). Religion needs to be constantly tested and tried
as to its quality. In the cases of God and Israel, and Elijah and the false prophets of Baal, the genuineness of
the two religions was tested and that which was not of
God was shown to be vain and wanting.
One’s “Christianity” stands in its right to exist as the
religion from God when it can be substantiated in faith
and practice in light of Scripture. Children and servants
of God are:
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Serving
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Lords Table
Wilson Diaz*
Mark Derflinger
Tim Tewalt
Rex Callaway

Song Service
Peter Diaz am
Eugene Tewalt pm

• To not believe every speaker (1 John 4:1);
• Not to succumb to a perverted Gospel (Gal. 1:6-9);
• Beware of those who go onward and abide not in the Doctrine/Gospel of Christ (2
John 9-11);
• Mark them that cause divisions and occasions contrary to the doctrine of Christ
(Rom. 16:17-18);
• Contend (go to battle) for the faith once delivered (Jude 3);
• Reason out of the Scriptures as Paul did at Athens and Ephesus (Acts 17:17; 19:8);
• Expound more accurately to others the way of God as did Aquila and Priscilla (Acts
18:26).
• Like Paul, be “set for the defense of the Gospel” (Phil. 1:17).
Valid and sound argument is not wrangling or contentious dispute, but is the method of giving proof and evidence. By reasoning truth, we confirm Jesus to be the
Christ, the Son of God; the New Testament plan of salvation and worship; church
polity, etc. We are confident in what we believe and practice because we have
Scripture to witness to our intellectual hearts in the matter. Consequently, such
confidence allows us to teach and preach with all boldness (Acts 4:29).
Joe W. Nichols. PO Box 91, Brastrop, LA 71221

Scripture Reading
Art Candequist

Fellowship Meal
September 16, 2018

Church of Christ
Hazel Clark
Philip (Pop) Funk,
Adam Selby, burned
Michael Michelucci
Kim Wines
Remi Wines
Gloria Kinney, tests
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Ceann Collier
Ella Sullivan,
Anita Farris,
Cathy Meadows
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Kelly Clark
Sammy Campbell
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Brookside
Rick Steele
Jeff Robbins
Bobby Jo Henderson
Ray Stelzl
Tim Gunter
Kenny Henderson Jr.
Ruth Brooks
Sharon Jenkins
Jamie Shell
Marty Jones
Jamie James
Scott McCool
Jaden Turner
Doris & Donald Jones
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Dolores Williams
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John Woodall
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Priscilla L
Philip Funk Jr.
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Ryan Denharat
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Elaine Appleton
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140 West 15th Street
Front Royal, Virginia 22630
540.635.2613
FrontRoyalChurchofChrist.com
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JOIN US!
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1st Sunday Sing 2 PM

